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			Introduction

			Sarhad Journal of Agriculture (SJA) (Online ISSN: 2224-5383) is the official, peer-reviewed, open-access scholarly journal of The University of Agriculture Peshawar, Pakistan. Established in 1985, the journal provides an international platform for disseminating original research, review papers, and short communications that advance agricultural sciences and sustainable agricultural development.

			SJA welcomes multidisciplinary contributions addressing crop production, horticulture, soil science, plant nutrition, plant protection, animal sciences, biotechnology, natural resource management, climate-smart agriculture, environmental sciences, agricultural economics, agricultural extension, food security, and related fields. The journal encourages research that contributes to food security, climate resilience, resource-use efficiency, environmental conservation, biodiversity protection, sustainable intensification, and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

			All manuscripts are evaluated through a rigorous double-blind peer-review process by qualified national and international reviewers. SJA remains committed to scientific integrity, publication ethics, transparency, and continuous improvement in editorial quality.

			A Milestone Transition: From Quarterly to Bimonthly Publication

			SJA is progressing from quarterly publication, comprising four issues annually, toward bimonthly publication, comprising six issues annually. This transition reflects the journal’s expanding scholarly contribution and its commitment to timely dissemination of high-quality agricultural research. With the continued support of authors, reviewers, the Editorial Board, and readers, SJA aims to progress toward monthly publication in the future, Insha’Allah.

			This Issue: A Multidisciplinary and 

			International Contribution

			Volume 42, Issue 4 (2026) contains 20 contributions, comprising 19 original research articles and one comprehensive review paper, covering pages 1325–1554. The issue brings together research on aquatic biological resources, livestock and animal nutrition, agricultural economics, environmental biotechnology, crop improvement, plant protection, soil and nutrient management, climate change, remote sensing, and plant tissue culture. Collectively, these contributions demonstrate the breadth of contemporary agricultural research and its relevance to sustainable production, environmental stewardship, rural livelihoods, and food security.
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			Of the 20 manuscripts published in Volume 42, Issue 4 (2026), 8 manuscripts (40%) were contributed by Pakistani authors, while 12 manuscripts (60%) included authors from countries outside Pakistan. At the author level, Pakistan accounted for 51% of total author appearances, including 11 appearances affiliated with The University of Agriculture Peshawar. Iraq contributed 19% of author appearances, followed by Indonesia (11%), Morocco (6%), Nepal (5%), China (3%), Thailand (2%), Turkey (2%), and the United States (1%). Overall, the issue reflects a broad geographical distribution of contributors from nine countries, demonstrating the journal’s international participation and expanding engagement with the global agricultural research community. 
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			Call for Submissions

			SJA invites scientists, researchers, academicians, students, and professionals from Pakistan and around the world to submit original research articles, review papers, and short communications within the journal’s scope. Through open access and its continuing publication development, SJA seeks to enhance the visibility and accessibility of research that supports sustainable agriculture and global food security.

			A Vision for the Future

			As Editor-in-Chief, I reaffirm SJA’s commitment to publishing innovative, evidence-based, and ethically conducted research. We will continue working to strengthen peer review, editorial transparency, international collaboration, and the dissemination of knowledge that serves researchers, policymakers, extension professionals, farmers, and society.
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Introduction

Sarhad Journal of Agriculture (SJA) (Online ISSN:
2224-5383) is the official, peer-reviewed, open-access
scholarly journal of The University of Agriculture
Peshawar, Pakistan. Established in 1985, the journal
provides an international platform for disseminating
original research, review papers, and short
communications that advance agricultural sciences
and sustainable agricultural development.

SJA  welcomes multidisciplinary  contributions
addressing crop production, horticulture, soil science,
plant nutrition, plant protection, animal sciences,
biotechnology, natural resource management,
climate-smart agriculture, environmental sciences,
agricultural economics, agricultural extension, food
security, and related fields. The journal encourages
research that contributes to food security, climate
resilience, resource-use efficiency, environmental
conservation, biodiversity protection, sustainable
intensification, and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

All manuscripts are evaluated through a rigorous
double-blind peer-review process by qualified national
and international reviewers. SJA remains committed
to scientific integrity, publication ethics, transparency,
and continuous improvement in editorial quality.

A Milestone Transition: From Quarterly to
Bimonthly Publication

SJA is progressing from quarterly publication,
comprising four issues annually, toward bimonthly
publication, comprising six issues annually. This
transition reflects the journal’s expanding scholarly
contribution and its commitment to timely
dissemination of high-quality agricultural research.
With the continued support of authors, reviewers,
the Editorial Board, and readers, SJA aims to progress
toward monthly publication in the future, Insha’Allah.

This Issue: A Multidisciplinary and
International Contribution

Volume 42, Issue 4(2026) contains 20 contributions,
comprising 19 original research articles and one
comprehensive review paper, covering pages 1325-
1554. The issue brings together research on aquatic
biological resources, livestock and animal nutrition,
agricultural economics, environmental biotechnology,
crop improvement, plant protection, soil and nutrient
management, climate change, remote sensing, and
plant tissue culture. Collectively, these contributions
demonstrate the breadth of contemporary agricultural
research and its relevance to sustainable production,
environmental stewardship, rural livelihoods, and
food security.
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